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taken Mercury’s only s"\ t imagining the prccifc Mo¬ 
ments of the firft and laft exterior Contacts arc not 
obfcrvablc* but that the Ingrefs is feen fomc little 
time later, and the Egrefs fooncr, than the true times 
thereof. I have all along fpokc of the Motion of 
Mercury , without mentioning that of the Sun, where¬ 
as, in Reality, it is that of them both jointly ; but as 
we may fuppofc the Sun to hand (till during the Tranfit , 
it will then be confidered as the apparent Motion 
of Mercury alone for that Time. 


VII. A Letter from Mr. Robert Campbell of 
Kernan, to Dr. Mortimer, Seer. R. S. con¬ 
cerning a Man who lived Eighteen Tears 
on Water. 


Read Dec. 9. 
1742. 


SIR, Dec. 1.174-2. 

T HOUGH unknown, at the Rcqucft 
of Mr. Malcom , I trouble you with 


an Account of the extraordinary Abftinence of John 
Ferguifon, a Native of the Paroch of Killmellfoord in 
the Shire of Argyle. 

About 18 Years ago he happened to overheat him- 
fclf on the Mountains, in Purfuit of Cattle, and in 
that Condition drank excelTively of cold Water from 
a Rivulet, near by which he fell afleep j he awaked 
about 24 Hours after in a high Fever: During the 
Faroxyfm of the Fever, and ever lince that time, his 
Stomach loaths, and can retain, no kind of Aliment, 
except Water, or clarified Whey, which laft he ufes 
but feldom, there being nofuch thing to be had by 
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Perfons of his Condition in that Country for many 
Months in the Year. 

Archibald Campbell of Ineverliver* to whom this 
Man’s Father is Tenant, carried him to his own 
Houfe, and locked him up in a Chamber for 20 Days, 
and fupplied him himfelf with frefh Water, to no 
greater Quantity in a Day, than an ordinary Man 
would ufe for common Drink; and at the fame time 
took particular Care, that it fhould not be poffible for 
his Gueft to fupply himfelf with any other kind of 
Food without his Knowledge; yet after that Space of 
Time, he found no Alteration in his Vigour or 
Vifage. 

He is now about 3 6 Years of Age, middle Stature, 
a fair and frefh Complexion, with a healthy (though 
not feemingly robuft) frefh Complexion; his Habit 
of Body is meagre, but in no remarkable Degree; his 
ordinary Employ is looking after Cattle, by which 
means he needs muft travel Four or Five Miles a Day 
in that mountainous Country. 

He ufes no Tobacco ; yet feems to difeharge as much 
Saliva as others, who do not ufe Stimulus’s to provoke 
that Evacuation. 

If we may judge of his infenftble Perfpiration by 
the Softnefs and Frefhnefs of Skin, he is in that refpeft 
like other Men, and like them fweats with violent 
Exercife; as to the groffer Excrements, it did not 
occur to me to inquire about them, but I conclude 
he difeharges none; becaufe the Country People, 
who ftrongly fanfy him fupported by fupernatural 
Means, would not forget to objeft this to him, if he 
evacuated any Quantity of grofs Faeces, with which 
Water is not charged. 
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This Hiftory of this abftemious Pcrfon I had from 
Mr. Campbell of Ineverliver , my Neighbour in that 
Country, who is a Gentleman of great Candour and 
Ingenuity, neither credulous himfelf, nor any ways 
inclined to impofe upon the Credulity of others. I 
had the lame Account from feveral others, and con¬ 
firmed by the Belief of the whole Country. The 
Man himfelf I never faw, but the Bearer, Mr. Charles 
Campbell, Preacher, has converfed with him, on whofe 
Veracity you may depend. 

The Cafe appears extraordinary lingular, and worth 
the Notice of Men of Letters; is one Inftance to 
convince us, that a great Part of the grofs Meats which 
we greedily deftroy, is not necefiary for the Support 
of Animal Life } and that there muft be fomc other 
Qualities in the pure Element of Water, than what 
have fallen under common Obfervation, fincethey 
have fupported this Man in Health and Vigour for fo 
many Years, and fupplied the Evacuations necefiary in 
the Animal Oeconomy. 

SIR, 

Tour mojl humble and 
mojl obedient Servant , 

Robert Campbell, 

of Kernan. 


VIII. A 



